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SUBJECT: REDRAFT OF PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2 of NIE-25,

I. FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM

Soviet Obfectives and the Current Situation

1. In pursuing their ultimate objective of a world made

up of Soviet-type states under the control of the Kremlin,

the Soviet leaders have attempted to exploit the power vecuum

resulting from the Sscond World War. Although they have a- Wﬂ
chieved marked results in Eastern Lﬁope and China sinece 1944,&% ‘

they have been encountering increasing resistance from the

By the United States., The Europsan
Recovery Program has substantially aided in rehsbilitating
the Vestern European econony and reduced, if not eiiminated,
Soviet opportunities to exploit economiec unrest there ; the US
aid-to-Greece program has eliminated the threat of the Comm-
nist guerrillas to the stability of Greece; US-sponsored
action in the UN brought sbout the withdrawal of Soviet forces
from Iran; US military aid to the French in Indochina has re-
tarded the Commmnist-led Viet Minh forces; US-sponsored and
US—-supported intervention of the UN in Korea has introduced
complica.tiona into Soviet plens for the Communist conquest of
Korea; US intervention in the Straits of Formosa has tempo-

rarily, at least, prevented Chiness Commmist forces from de~
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stroying the remants of Chinese Natlonalist power; US eco-
nomic ‘2id hae propped up the heretical Commmist regime in
Yugoslavie; under US sponsorship, & new Ewropean land army
is in the process of formation and efforts are being made to
integrate German units into that army; £imElly, the US has
already begun a disguised rearmament of Japan and US offi-
cials have openly proposed and encouraged suggestlons for
full Japanese rearmment%y%“' M )
- 2. The Soviet leaders, exploiting the power vacuum
in the wake of World War II, jevidently had@for an op-
portunity to develc‘apr sufficignt économic and military strength
to insure the security of the USSR, to consolidate thelr con-
trol over their own people and over the new Commnist satel-
lite states, to meke secure the strategic approaches to the
Soviet orbit, to undermine the noh-ccnnmnist governments on
periphery of the Soviet orbit, progressively to weaken and
undermine the strategic position and influence of the princi-
pal non-Commmist powers, and g_v_e_rmm.ls.c_jn\gstabl:lsh Comm~
nist control over Eurasia by subversion, pressure, or loecal
Elitary action, JAs a result of US counbermeasures, how-
ever, the S ot leaders must now view the United States as
the principal obstacle in the way of achieviﬁg, not only

~ their ultimate objective, but also those intermediate objec-
tives by whlch they had evidently hoped to make easler the
task of eliminating US power. Above all, US action in de-
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ploying military forces in Korea and approaching the very
borders of the USSR, US plans to develop a European land
arny, and US efforts to rearm such traditional enemies as
Germeny and Japan, might well be regarded by the Soviet
leaders, not merely as an attempt to retard or contain them,
but as & direct threat to the USTR itself, Thus, the Soviet
rulers mst be giving consideration to the poseibility of
initiating general hostilities with the US ERPrort to elin-
inate both a_thregt.end an obstacle,
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